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A Word from our Commander 

Sigma Nu Advocates, 

  

What a crazy and historic time we are currently living in. As Commander, I want to provide you 

with a brief update on the Chapter’s operations and plans for the remainder of the Spring 2020 

semester. As most of you know SEMO closed its residence halls and for the majority of 

students that meant moving back home.  All curriculum has been moved to online/distance 

learning, however, despite all these changes, that has not stopped our operations as an 

organization. With help of the executive board we have created action plans to ensure the health 

and connection of our brothers continues through this time. Recently we were recognized by the 

National Headquarters of our Fraternity for creating the first Chapter COVID-19 Crisis 

Management Plan. This helped to educate our members on the signs as well as the actions that 

would happen as the virus pandemic worsened, and what they could do personally to avoid their 

exposure risk. Over these next weeks, the executive board will intermittently meet with our 

chapter members to ensure their health and even provide them with some professional 

development opportunities through our LEAD program. Just know that even apart our 

brotherhood will still thrive. 

Now I would like to provide some good news for many of you during this troubled time. Our 

executive board has taken the high challenge of pushing our chapter even further, and attempt 

to accomplish what may be some of the highest honors our chapter could receive. The 

 



 

 

executive board along with the elected chairs collected data on all aspects of the chapter’s 

operations over the past year, documented it and submitted it as what is according to the Greek 

Office one of the largest and most comprehensive Chapter Five Star Applications. Southeast’s 

Five Star Chapter Program, which includes the past Greek Accreditation program, focuses on 

the actions chapters take and the structure they have in place to support their organization. 

Chapters are required to submit data for the Five Star Chapter Program. The Five Star Chapter 

Program provides organizations the opportunity to be recognized with “star standing” in five key 

areas of chapter operations; Academic Success, Chapter Management, Membership 

Development and Education, Civic and Community Engagement and Harm Reduction/Risk 

Management. As a chapter we have been focused on excelling with honor in all aspects of 

fraternal operations and are hoping to not only have multiple areas of “5 star standings” but 

have those areas be so outstanding as to be recognized as Chapter of the Year from SEMO 

Greek Life. 

A strong Five Star application allows us to reuse that documentation as we submit the 

application to Headquarters for the annual Pursuit of Excellence accreditation program.  From 

our results there and by all indications we will be in serious contention to be named as a Rock 

Chapter for the fourth time in our chapter’s history.  To date the Rock Award has been our 

Chapter’s highest and most recognized award obtained.  With the encouragement from the 

alumni and the recommendation from the Chapter’s Leadership Consultant, the chapter will be 

soliciting recommendation letters from the Greek Office, the University President, Alumni and 

Faculty volunteers/advisors, chapter stakeholders, and finally our National Headquarters and 

specifically Regent John Hearn, to recommend and allow our application to be submitted for the 

National Interfraternity Conference’s Chapter Award of Distinction. This award is given to 

roughly ten chapters in the nation and is meant to recognize chapters that are the supreme best 

in the fraternal world.  Any one of these awards is tremendous, however, if the chapter were to 

win all of these awards in one year it would solidify Mu Kappa’s reputation as one of the top 

chapter’s not only on SEMO’s campus, not only in Sigma Nu, but in the nation. 

 



 

 

This accomplishment didn’t come without the hard work from our brothers and we won’t keep 

that reputation and distinction without even harder work. However, the executive board and the 

chapter members wanted to share with you that our chapter is not the typical chapter currently 

displayed by the media. This Chapter is a top 5 Sigma Nu chapter in the nation, and that is a 

distinction which the active members value and hope the alumni are proud to be a part of. 

I hope everyone will stay safe during this pandemic and continue to support us once we prevail. 

I am going to end this with a quote from The Preamble of the The Creed of Sigma Nu Fraternity, 

“TO BELIEVE IN THE LIFE OF LOVE; to win in the fresh morning of our youth the loyal love of 

faithful friends, who will go with us unmoved into the darkening shadows of life's closing day; 

and so to seek and to find, to have and to hold the friendships that will abide.” Take care of each 

other brothers and as always don’t be afraid to reach out to members of your class that you 

haven’t spoken to in a while. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Justin Jacobs 

Mu Kappa  

Commander 

 

 

 



 

 

Mu Kappa COVID-19 Efforts 
During Spring break, all SEMO students learned that the remainder of the Spring 2020 semester 

would be held online, and all students must go home. With such a strong brotherhood and little 

notice this would be taking place, this was difficult to understand and accept for all active 

brothers in our chapter. However, through our dedication to each other and to the goals that we 

have set as a chapter, we have persevered. Prior to COVID-19 shutting everything down, the 

executive board completed a COVID-19 Crisis Management Plan. This was then sent to 

Headquarters, and it is now posted on the Sigma Nu National Website where it is listed as a 

resource for other chapters to use. Along with everything else, brotherhood has also gone 

virtual. Brothers have held virtual happy hours, and had many opportunities to chat with each 

other through Zoom. Along with all other elected positions, the executive board has submitted 

our POE submission to Headquarters for this academic year. We look forward to finding out the 

results of our submission, as we have reason for hope that we will be receiving the chapter’s 

fourth Rock award in chapter history. While it has been difficult to adapt, we have overcome, and 

we look forward to hopefully getting back to work in person in the Fall. 

 

Brother of the Month 
Nic Feltz won the Brother of the Month belt for the month of 

March. Nic won this award for his contributions as social chair 

as well as his support for any brother in the chapter. Nic is 

always there to help any brother in need and constantly boosts 

morale within the chapter. 

 

 



 

 

Sigma Nu Institute 
In March eighteen members of the active chapter 

attended Sigma Nu Institute at Missouri State University. 

Our chapter had the most attendees out of all chapters 

present. Members were able to learn about goal setting, 

finance, POE, recruitment, Marshal, and LEAD.  

 

 

 

 

Philanthropy 
Throughout the semester the chapter participated in three different philanthropy events put on 

by four different sororities. These sororities included Alpha Chi Omega, Alpha Phi, Sigma Sigma 

Sigma, and Gamma Phi Beta. The chapter took first place in Alpha Chi Omega’s Frisbee Fling 

tournament as well as Gamma Phi Beta’s Moonball tournament. The chapter also took second 

place in Sigma Sigma Sigma’s Sigma Slapshots tournament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Order of Omega Awards 

On April 29th the Office of Greek Life announced the winners of the 2020 Order of Omega 

Awards. Out of all chapters at SEMO, our chapter had the most winners of all IFC chapters at 

SEMO. Our award recipients include: 

Freshman of the Year: Elliot Siekmann 

 

Sophomore of the Year: Daniel Frew 

 

Community Service Award: Aaron Crowell 

 

 



 

 

Greek Heart Award: Logan Phillips 

 

President of the Year: Justin Jacobs 

 

 

Mu Kappa Student Government President 
Brother Logan Phillips joins Jason Lane (MK54) and Christopher Robertson 

(MK3), as Mu Kappa men who have been elected Student Government 

President. On April 3rd, Logan was announced the winner of the 2020-2021 

Student Government Presidential election.  

 

 

 



 

 

Five Star Awards 
Every year the chapter submits the Five Star to the Office of Greek Life in hopes of receiving 

recognition for the work that we have done over the past calendar year. The executive board 

along with the other elected positions worked tirelessly to complete our Five Star submission. 

After having our submission reviewed by several individuals, we felt confident in what we 

submitted. 

Over the past two days (April 30th and May 1st), the Office of Greek Life announced the winners 

via Facebook of each of the five categories including Academic Achievement, Civic and Campus 

Engagement, Chapter Management, New Member Education, and Harm/Risk Reduction. These 

five categories are scored by different faculty members at SEMO. Per the Office of Greek Life, 

scoring is as follows: 

1. Five Star Chapters - Chapters attaining 90% or more of possible points; these chapters are 

considered role model chapters in these areas.  

2. Four Star Chapters – Chapters attaining 70% - 89% of possible points; these chapters are 

considered effective and strong chapters in these areas.  

3. Three Star Chapters – Chapters attaining 55% - 69% of possible points; these chapters are 

meeting expectations but would benefit from additional work to improve these areas.  

4. Two Star Chapters – Chapters attaining 41% - 54% of possible points; these chapters are not 

meeting expectations and must work to improve their chapter’s efforts.  

5. One Star Chapters – Chapters attaining 26% – 40% of possible points; these chapters are not 

meeting expectations and must work to improve their chapter’s efforts.  

6. Chapter Non-Conforming - Chapters scoring less than 25% of the eligible points or failing to 

submit any information for the Five Star Chapter Program 

 

 



 

 

The chapter won awards for Academic Success, Chapter Management, New Member Education, 

and Harm Reduction. The chapter also received an honorable mention in the category of Civic 

and Campus Engagement. This is Mu Kappa’s first Chapter of the Year title. 

Here is how the chapter scored in each of the five categories on a scale of 1-5: 

Academic Achievement: 4 Stars 

Chapter Management: 5 Stars 

New Member Education: 4 Stars 

Civic and Campus Engagement: 4 Stars 

Harm/Risk Reduction: 5 Stars 

Overall: 4 Stars 

 

The chapter would also like to thank the alumni as well as faculty advisors that assisted in 

reviewing our submission as well as offering guidance throughout the year that led us to this 

position.  

 

Men of the Year 
This year the chapter had three brothers named “Man of the Year” by three different sororities. 

Brother Dougie Gray was named Man of the Year by women of Delta Delta Delta, Brother CJ 

Frazier was named King of Hearts by the women of Alpha Phi, and brother Nolan Knupp was 

named King of Diamonds by the women of Alpha Delta Pi.  

 

 

 



 

 

Other Good News 
Brother Nolan Knupp secured an internship at Rural Health with a family practitioner doctor. 

Brother James Morse and his partner won the SEMO Pitch Competition. 

Brother Douglas Gray was accepted into Order of Omega and appointed to serve as 

Parliamentarian on the Student Government Executive Board. 

Brother Jack Robertson was accepted into Order of Omega. 

Brother Michael Peters secured an internship this summer at Big Cat Rescue. 

Justin Jacobs will be starting an internship at Brown Smith Wallace.  

 

 


